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ISSUANCE OF A PATENT IN FEE TO CERTAIN ALLOTTEES 
ON THE BLACKFEET RESERVATION, MONT. 


JUNE 25 (legislative day, Junz 21), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Ecton, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 7302] 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. 7302) authorizing and directing the Secretary of the 
Interior to issue to certain allottees on the Blackfeet Indian Reserva- 
tion, patents in fees to lands allotted to them on the Blackfeet Indian 
Reservation, Mont., having considered the same, report thereon with 
the recommendation that it do pass without amendment. 

This bill has been considered by the Committee on Interior and 
Insular Affairs of the House; on June 2, 1952 that committee sub- 
mitted its report (H. Rept. No. 2011) to the House, recommending 
its passage and on June 3, 1952, it passed the House. 

his bill, if enacted, will authorize and direct the Secretary of the 
Interior to issue patents in fee to Fred Gerard, Jr., Hazel Gerard 
Powers, Lyda Rose Gerard Shelton, and James Gerard for 40 acres 
each of their homestead allotments Nos. 2194, 2910, 2911, and 2912, 
respectively, on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation, Mont. 

he enactment of legislation as proposed in this bill is necessary 
to permit the issuance of such patents in fee because the act of June 
30, 1919 (41 Stat. 16), provides: 
of the lands so allotted 80 acres of each allotment shall be designated as a home- 
stead by the allottee and be evidenced by a trust patent and shall remain inalien- . 
able and nontaxable until Congress shall otherwise direct. 

It appears that these four members of the Gerard family are all 
fully competent and are qualified to conduct their affairs without 
governmental supervision or protection. 

The Secretary of the Interior recommends the enactment of this 
bill, and advises that the Bureau of the Budget indicates that it has 
no objection to its passage. 

A copy of the Secretary of the Interior’s report, dated May 7, 1952, 
is attached hereto and made a part of this report, as follows: 





> 


PATENT IN FEE TO CERTAIN BLACKFEET ALLOTTEES 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D. C., May 7, 1968. 
Hon, Joun R. Murpock, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives. 


My Dear Mr. Murpock: Reference is made to your request for a report on 
H. R. 7302, a bill authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to issue patents in fee 
to certain allottees on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation. 

I recommend that this bill be enacted. 

The bill would authorize and direct the Secretary of the Interior to issue patents 
in fee to Fred Gerard, Jr., Hazel Gerard Powers, Lyda Rose Gerard Shelton, and 
James Gerard for 40 acres each of their homestead allotments Nos. 219444, 2910, 
2911, and 2912, respectively, on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation, Mont. The 
enactment of legislation is necessary to permit the issuance of such patents in fee 
because the act of June 30, 1919 (41 Stat. 16), provides that “of the lands so 
allotted 80 acres of each allotment shall be designated as a homestead by the 
allottee and be evidenced by a trust patent and shall remain inalienable and non- 
taxable until Congress shall otherwise direct.” 

It appears that these four members of the Gerard family are all fully competent 
— that alienation of the tracts would not be detrimental to other Blackfeet 

naians, 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the sub- 
mission of this report to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Date E. Dory, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 
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